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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 17-18 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

(a) Applicant argues that the prior art does not teach the new limitations. 

The Examiner has brought in Howe (6826775) to teach the newly amended 
limitation of performing a timeout if no action has been taken by the user. The Examiner 
has brought in Nishikawa (648010) to teach wherein the text of schedule information of 
an electronic broadcast program is displayed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Proehl (6532589) in view of Barnett (6369840), Howe (6826775), and Nishikawa 
(6481010). 

As for claims 17 and 18, Proehl discloses a schedule apparatus, comprising: 
Means (RAM 51) for receiving electronic program guide information (col. 4, lines 14- 
18); 
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means for creating a calendar (TV Planner - Fig. 9) including a plurality of dates and 
displaying the created calendar on a display device (col. 7, lines 30-35); 

first means for determining whether a date from said calendar has been selected 
(User selects July 17 (914 - Fig. 9); col. 8, lines 25-30) or an input of user schedule 
information has been made (col. 6, line 61 -col. 7, line 16); 

means for creating a selected date display (Fig. 10) and displaying the created 
selected date display on the display device, and second means for determining whether 
a request (1 008 - fig. 1 0) for the EPG information has been made while the selected 
date display is being displayed on the display device (Referring to Fig. 10, the user at 
the moment is viewing the day planner for the date of July 17. On the right hand panel, 
the user can select to view the epg by selecting the "go to guide" button 1008; col. 8, 
lines 30-60); 

means for creating an EPG display for the selected date and displaying the created 
EPG display on the display device, responsive to a determination from the second 
determining means that the request for the EPG information has been made while the 
selected date display is being displayed on the display device (col. 8, lines 30-60); 

third means for determining whether a request for a viewing or recording reservation 
of a desired electronic broadcast program or programs has been made while the EPG 
display is being displayed on the display device (From the epg, the user can select to 
record or to set a reminder of a program or programs; Col. 8, lines 13-22); 

fourth means, responsive to a determination from the first determining means that 
the date has been selected, for accepting an input of user schedule information in which 
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a user is able to edit a personal event or events of the selected day, and responsive to 
determinations from the first and second determining means, respectively, that the date 
has been selected and that the request for the EPG information has been made while 
the selected date display is being displayed, causing said EPG information which 
comprises at least program guide information of the selected date to be displayed on 
the EPG display (From the day planner, the user can select to view the epg. When the 
user selects the epg, programming is displayed starting from the date displayed in the 
day planner; col. 8, lines 47-60), and responsive to the determination from the third 
determining means that the request for the viewing or program reservation of the 
desired program or programs has been made while the EPG display for the selected 
date is being displayed on the display screen, for accepting a viewing or recording 
reservation schedule for a desired program or programs (Proehl teaches that the user 
can select to record or set a reminder for programming from the epg; col. 6, line 61 -col. 
7, line 16); and 

means for controlling display of the schedule information of the user's personal event 
or events and schedule information of the electronic broadcast program or programs to 
be viewed or recorded on said calendar (Fig. 9; col. 8, lines 10-30, col. 6, lines 15-21). 

However, Proehl fails to disclose: 

The personal event or events comprising events unrelated to the request for the 
EPG information; 

The text of the schedule information of the electronic broadcast program or 
programs being displayed on the calendar; and 
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Performing timeout if no action has been made within a predetermined period of 
time. 

In an analogous art, Barnett discloses: 

The personal event or events comprising events unrelated to the request for the 
EPG information (user generated event entries — Lunch with Rebecca, & weekly 1-1 
w/James/weekly status meeting; fig. 12-13; col. 2, lines 25-48, col. 13, lines 39-47), and 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's 
invention to modify Proehl's invention to include the abovementioned limitations, as 
taught by Barnett, for the advantage of allowing more flexibility in the way events can be 
imported and viewed and for providing a detailed personal calendar. 

However, Proehl and Barnett fail to disclose: 

Performing timeout if no action has been made within a predetermined period of 
time. 

The text of the schedule information of the electronic broadcast program or 
programs being displayed on the calendar; 

In an analogous art, Howe discloses performing timeout if no action has been made 
within a predetermined period of time (270-fig. 2b; col. 13, lines 15-19). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's 
invention to modify Proehl and Barnett's invention to include the abovementioned 
limitation, as taught by Howe, for the advantage of getting rid of on-screen objects on 
the assumption that a user has no interest in it so as to not hold the system hostage 
waiting for an input. 
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However, Proehl, Barnett, and Howe fail to disclose: 

The text of the schedule information of the electronic broadcast program or 
programs being displayed on the calendar; 

In an analogous art, Nishikawa discloses a television which displays a monthly 
calendar that indicates which programs are purchased and/or selected for recording. 
Referring to Fig. 11, the text (program title & start time) of the schedule information of 
the electronic broadcast program or programs is displayed on the calendar (col. 13, 
lines 19-45). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's 
invention to modify Proehl, Barnett, and Howe's invention to include the 
abovementioned limitation, as taught by Nishikawa, for the advantage of providing a 
calendar which provides detailed information of the programs reserved for recording, 
thereby providing a user-friendly display. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SUMAIYA A. CHOWDHURY whose telephone number 
is (571)272-8567. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 9-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (571) 272-7353. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/John W. Miller/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2421 

/Sumaiya A Chowdhury/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2421 



